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URING the Holocaust, 
Lithuanian paramilitaries col-
laborated in exterminating some 
220,000 Jews, 96 per cent of the 
country’s Jewish population. But 
it is a history that the country’s 
authorities are not owning up to.
Danny Ben-Moshe, who lost mem-

bers of his family who were brutally 
killed by Lithuanian locals, chron-
icled Lithuania’s national amne-
sia in his 2012 SBS documentary 
Rewriting History. The documentary 
took a close look at Lithuanian cov-
er-ups of the country’s World War II 
Nazi sympathisers and war criminals.

Approached by The AJN, the 
Melbourne filmmaker has offered 
his reflections on a remarkable devel-
opment in the US – a Lithuanian-
American researcher from Chicago 

discovering that her Lithuanian 
grandfather Jonas Noreika was a 
rabid antisemite who had collabo-
rated with the Nazis.

Noreika, aka, General Storm, was 
pronounced a “hero martyr” by the 
Lithuanian authorities in 1991 after 
the country regained its independ-
ence from the Soviet Union. A plaque 
in his honour was dedicated at the 
library of the Lithuanian Academy of 
Sciences in the capital Vilnius. 

Researcher Silvia Foti of Chicago 
was preparing a biography of her 
grandfather based on the acclaim 
of his compatriots. However, closer 
research by her revealed horrific facts 
about Noreika that, to Foti’s shock, 
were well known to locals.

Noreika had spent the last months 
of WWII under German deten-

tion, which his supporters claimed 
was proof he was anti-Nazi. His 
hero-martyr status derived from his 
arrest and conviction and ultimately 
his execution by the Soviets in 1947.

Foti told The New York Times 
that when she began researching her 
grandfather’s life 18 years ago, she 
had expected a glowing story of a 
national hero who had died at the 
hands of the Soviet KGB, aged 36.

Instead what she found were 
damning wartime documents bear-
ing her grandfather’s signature relat-
ing to the treatment of Jews. She 
said while Noreika had not pulled 
triggers, he was a “desk killer”.

Foti persevered in her hunt for the 
truth, defying pressure not to tarnish 
her ancestral homeland’s reputation, 
even borrowing to pay for tens of 

thousands of dollars in research. She 
discovered that her grandfather had 
supervised the mass killing of Jews 
in Plunge and also in Siauliai, where 
he had been a local leader backed by 
the Nazis.
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Jonas Noreika, General Storm. 

A granddaughter’s horrific 
discovery has prompted 
an Australian historian 
and filmmaker who has 
researched the Holocaust 
in Lithuania once again to 
urge Lithuanian authorities 
to face up to their country’s 
complicity in the Shoah. 
Peter Kohn reports.
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Synagogue in Lithuania set on 
fire during the Holocaust.
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